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Win on Sunday, sail on Monday 


by Bill Doolittle 



T here’s something different at the 
Daytona International Speedway. It’s 
a brand new can the Taurus! 

The Taurus? 

For most Americans there’s not a thing 
new about the Ford Taurus. But the old 
family favorite is about to back out of the 
suburban driveway and roll right onto the 
famed high-banked super-speedway at 
Daytona Beach, Fla., as NASCAR kicks off 
another season, Sunday, Feb. 1 5, with the 
40th running of the Daytona 500. 

Ford is no longer building the 
Thunderbird, the racing version of which 
has been extremely successful in the stock 
car wars against rival Chevrolet. Widi die T- 
bird out of the picture, Ford will now throw 
its considerable financial and technical back- 
ing to the Taurus. 

“And nobody knows what to expect," 
’said auto racing expert Larry Neichter. “This 
Daytona 500 will be different primarily be> 
cause of the Taurus." 

Can it win? 

“It’s hard to make a riew model work 
fight away, and the Taurus is not really 
streamlined for racing," said Neichter. “The 
Robert Yates team, whose driver, Dale jarrett, 
•has won Daytona twice in the past five years, 
has spent tons of extra time testing and 
tuning the Taurus. 

“How competitive will they be?" won 
dered Neichter. “Well, there are all sorts of 
reports and rumors, like there always are. 
Alnd.you know there’ll be plenty of sandbag- 
ging. But we won’t really know anything 
until the weekend before the 500, when they 
run the first qualifying and the Bud 
Shootout." 

Some of the lesser-financed teams might 
choose r© run their last year’s Thunderbirds, 
which could get them in the huntat Daytona. 
But Neichter says the big Ford teams will ail 
switch to Taurus, following the Ford factory 
backing. . 

Cheyv will stick with the Monte Ca rlo, 
which itselfwas a replacement' a - couple of"’ 
seasons ago for the disappointing Chevrolet 
Lumina. - Defending NASCAR champ Jeff 
Gordon drives a Monte Carlo. 

So the stage is set once again: Ford vs. 
Chevy. 

- “The car model fight thing has gone on 
as long as I’ve been around stock car racing 
- for 35 years, I guess, or longer,” said 
Neichter. “It is still paramount to the facto- 
ries. Like they always say, ‘Win on Sunday, 
sell on Monday.’” • 


ALL ROADS LEAD TO 
NAGANO, BUT PICABO 
STREET MAY BE THE BEST 

Popular U.S. skier Picabo Street contin- 
ues to make a remarkable comeback from 
injury, and may be on her way to contend- 
ing for a gold medal at the Nagano Olym- 
- pics. 

• Street, a silver medalist in the 1994- 
Winter Olympics and two-time world 
downhill champion, missed more than a 
year of competition while recovering from 



Curtis Turner rolled his brand new Ford Galaxy 500 to the lead early in the historic 1 96 
Daytona 500. It was in this race that Junior Johnson introduced to stock car racing th 
technique of increasing speed by drafting behind other cars. Turner, and others, had mor 
horsepower, but Johnson played the draft, and drove his Chevrolet to victory. 
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